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December 16, 1948: and here I A, sitiing
here on my h2uinches composing cn sb=nci.
as usual, another Light Fleshes for anoti-

er issue of LIGHI'. « «The next issue,
number 40, should be samething a trifle
different. It is a sort of annive*sa“y for
continually issucd fanzine north of uhG
48+h Farraliel, regardless of claims male
olsewhere awl elsewiscs, To prove my clair:,
next issue thore will appear a chrono-
logical history of LIGHT. The articlo wil
tell how the magazine was started; how i
name was picked and by whom (and wherc):
it will clcar up what is still commontcd -n
frol timo to time by various readers-- thw
inconsistency in numbcring. Onc ncvi ycos,. -
hag asked me to compile an indox. This
would be such a big job that I hesitatic &
promise anything, though I have thouzht
it myseolf, from time to timc. There mizh:
be one in the futurc, Thcoro cortainly
won't be ncxt issuc-~ that is for surc!
.Coming up z2liso will be the usucl
departments by such Canadians as Normcn
V. Lamb and Sam McCoy. « -Thore will also
be a story by yours truly-- thc first in
LICHT in a longz, long tims. It was writic
gspecially for the magazino, and is en-
titlceG "The Victorious Bride". It runs
about 1,200 words. . .You Will notice
there is a sad dearth of letters this
iscue. This is duc to the fact that T
rofusc to fill u» a lotter dopartment
"this-I-like"
and "that-uus-c~stinkor" variety. 1o
ovher kind cams in. Maybe somobedu w311
romnedy this sud Stﬁtu of cffairs fox #4°
ch? . « .Each tine Y go "to mimcograph”
I find ¢ nois f]ooglc or two. For %l
((((((({more of tbkis on pago foui':,’
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In the 7various scisnce-~fiction magazines, it is to bs noticed that constantv re-
Treincss are made to "protopiasm" and the synthetic orenization and activation of
"protoplasm’. While the author is no final authority on the subjcct, soms amouat <
research; plus fifteen ycars of study on blology, reveals cortain facts which canno?’
be totully discardea for this ncw thoory of "syntchtic lifc"a

" It is to be taken ror granted that, the making of now lifc, synoids, mun-madc
bcings, or what hove you is the final culmination of all the idoce and studics of ol
monkind. Lifc, itsclf, i1s tho mystory that ontiecs and fascinatcs cvery scicntiet.
whcthor he bo ustronomcr, physicist, gcologist, or biologist. . .not %o meation tac
other several typcs of studies.

It would be entirely safe to state that synthetic protoplasm has becen avieupte
and constructed. It is wvery highly complicated bi%t of work, oonsisting of chemical
and physical properties interminglcd to the finost of degrces; dogrces so fine that
thoy arc unmoasurablc by man. In tho final anelysis no sma’ll amount of gucss work =
donc in order to accomplish what was attomptcd. This prctoplasm was then aciivated
by certain types of electrical impulses and to all appearancos, tho basic lifc stuz?
of which tho cntiro living world is crcatcd was lying in a basin on a laboratory
beneh, Lifo crcatod artificially by man.

BUT-- and it is a wvery big "but", indc
that-~ synthotic protoplasm. Tha*t “protorl
Thc rcason is very simplce.

né~- Lhat "synthctic protoplasm” was just
agn" yras no the real living unit of Lifo.

Protoplasm has two groups of propertics which wurc the fundamentcl lcws of its
ecrcation., Thesc proportics arc the "nonvital proportics” and the "vital proportice",
Bhc cbove-mentioncd "“synthctic protoplagn" had ail the nonvitel propertics and onc of
the vitcl propertics. Thoformor eonsist of diffusion, osmosis, surfacc tension,
absorption, adsorption, saturation, and somc oth.r chomical rcdctions. All of thes.
worc found to tho propor decgrcc and roaction in the synprotoplasil. Of the vitel
proportics, irritability or roactivcnoss was found to bo proscnts Irrritobility. o
you arc all ro doubt familiar with, is thc property of rcsponding to stimuli,.

The synprotorlasm did just that. Unfortunately, however, the %wo most important
vital properties were lacking. These consist of metabolism and roproduction.

No one will dony that lifo-stuff lacking thosc t:70 proportios is not lifc-stus:
at all, but nmeroly somc imitation that scrvus only as a physicdlcxanplc. Mataholisr
is thc capturing or ingcsting of cncrgy and the utilization of that cnorgy for
growth and activity, pius thc storing of it, vthen nccossary. This metabolisn, whiab
is the basic factor of grovwth, is sonacthing poculiar to protoplcms and to proto-
plasn alonc. Morgover. the particular rroperty is so complicated, both physically
and chonlcally, that thce procosgsce quitc cscapc the biologists and bilo-—chounists as
of nowo .

As for reproduction. it goes almdoet without sayiag that life unable to recreai:.
itself is not life. ‘hat is more. »sprodushion iz dependent upon growth, certain
chemical reactions, apd the maintanance of o consiant typo and sizo of organizatiop
whether growth takes placc or not.

Exporiments havc bocn made with this proiuylasm ard with orgens and tissucs
alrcady prpnounced as “doad'. Dvervens is wouiliar weth tho Lindbergh-Carrel hooxi
vhich has beon kopt alive by “artificicl” moois. "artilicicl" is in quotcs bucausc
the cxact chomiecal and rhysicai proporiics of tho body hive beoon rcproducodn Thewo
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o .ot onc cloment of. artificiaiity ab-~
cut Shate Tho abovo statomonta brings
forth an argumont doscribing the factors
of "artificiality", but thero is no
s»pacos A morc rccont oxporimcnt, with
~hich the rccdors may not be.quite so
fariiiar, is tho dog's hcod and also the
apparantly dcad dog brought to lirc aftor|
a limited timc porind. Thosc cxporinmonts
worc bascd on chemical rcactions and
physicel stimuli. The quostion of
whothor or not the dog was doad and
vhother or not it rcturncd to actual

1lifo is still a moot ono. Some other
time, spase and editor permitting, the
author would like to f0 into that a
little more.

Ls 1t . now stands, protoplasm has yev
to be created. . oin the laborasnry. The
processes of coanublal gonjunctivity
create ewery day. but the vory lactors
of crcation, sporm and ovum, arc thom-
8clvos protoplasms.

Tho biologists and biochemicts aro
unwilling to admit defoat, as bocomcs
true sciontists, and the work of finding
tho koy to thc root of lifo.is still
fanat. ically soarchcd fors Bocausc of
the intcrdopondability of life, tho
largor phasos of lifo and the construct-
ion of thc dnanimato forms in this parte-
icular univorsc must etill be studiod
and lcarncds. Porhaps, somowhoro along
the linc, tho koy can bec found outside
thc roalm of lifo, Porhaps the vory
basis of 1lifc is non-~living,

Who knows?

The End.
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iMacInnes, lst hint.

DLy UDSuG-C-Pring.
{ o 0 > .

fmincogran ta€s to hold the stoncil,
tdidr ' ropunch the Gestoetnor.

definition of 4 ";100@ ¢'; sea the Tirul
colurmn on pagc one. This month’s TUVO
floogle's are <., T. van Vogh and Im.
Barrett.Candidat=zs for Floogles Galiery
are, l~- Ron Coniwm--~ 2nd hint; 2~ David
Tach canditate are
If they haven't come
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Ziven three hints,
out of their trence by the time the

‘hint is given and the issue following thet

comocs oubt, they ars in the FLOOGLES
GALLERY, which meens, in short, you are
cut off without blood and bone .and hank

{of hairl. . .Concerning the offering or

page 2: This is reprinted from the
University of Western Ontario Gazette,
which reprinted it from Auburn: Plainsman,
Alsbama Folytechnic Institutes T5 was
sent in by Sam MeCoy. « «To celebmmte the
attainment of the 40th issue off LIGHT,
next months staris a serial article, en-
titled "Mimeo Blood in my Veins". It
tells how LICHT started-- how it grew, ari
the growinz n.ins it has suffered in the
nast. oMivro 1ok in my Voins' will
Likely be pubiishsd in 4 parts, and is
5,200 words in length., I hope to have
it tllugtrated. In othor to make the
illusgtretions authentic, I will have to do
thom ryself, as I have in mind ropro-
ductions fram former issues of LIGHT, in
miniaturc. . «You cen watch out for a
a short-short, to be presented in the
very near future, called, "Mouse In A
Stocking". I dor‘t know exactlv what
Jin¢ of a story this is. MNaybe you will
write in whsn I run it, and give me your
own classification. » Every now and then
some "helpful" soul would write and say,
"i'd do you a picture but all T have is
such and such a suply of stencils, and
tiaey do not have the standard mlmeograph
punchilg, so they wouldn't fit your mach-
ins." I°ve been doing a little exper-
imenting on this in the last while. On
my English flet-bed affair here, natur-
€lly, & can use ANY stencil going. And
i have just uscd a Gestetmor stencil on ..~
which has the standard
It
Instead, I
found the storcil protcctor plate would
clamp on the %op of tho stencil, and the
i regular bottom clamp would hold the

(Lors drivel on PG.5)
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THE END .

(Editor's comment: I mcntioncd to Kecller that I was hoping to nmoke this issuc of

LIGHT a nico light, airy, hulorous numbors
=) (==} o} (=) (=) (=) L) (=) (=] (=) =)

LIGHT FLATHEDS

stoncil solidly ocmnough to peimit running
of tho number of copies I rcquired. Page
4 of the last issue was tic oile from this
Gestotner storeile It turned out Light o
as I typed it without vsing a "carbon" or
impression sheot undor it.. . -I ses by
FANTASY NEWS LEITER, No. 4,, that a lot of
books therzin 11sted orr soveral bucks a
copy, I have. Thsse warc obtained back
when I was swapping. Maybe 1 should sell,
nein?. « o LEV''S GO TO THE MOVIES, homse
movies, that is. TFmcyclopaeaia Brltannica
Films Inc (U.S: Wilmette, Ill., CAN: Gen- |

THIS is what Doe pullcd on usi)
ol TS o (e
i ét V(l., Toronto)

eral Mlms' Ltd., 156 King
nell 8V, 16MM prints of "A Lost World".
This is a 200' (in 8VM., about 400
in 16MM) reel made up of scenes from |
the 35MM film, taken from the book of
thaet name by A. Conan Doyle. 8MM
price iu the States is $6.65. In Can-
ada it is $7.35 (16MM~-- §16.50). If
you are nrdering ask for #6 (81}, or
#75 (16MA) ~ I purchased this print in
aMM ard hed it hersz in time for Christ-
mas snowing. The £ilm is quite good
and well worth buying by any fan owning
en 8MM or L6MM projector., The scenes
picked tell a cauplete story from tho
“beginning whore our oxploring frionds
(sco you 8gain in pg, ©)
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VIRVELS OF MODERN SCIENCE (o
A Wibwer Tl %
i by

Dooerknobs.
¥ all inventions of modern science, possibly none is more important than the
BG 8 doorknob ;

8 Closely allied to the doorknob are latches and pushbars whose

9 Q basic theory of operetion is exacily the same as that of the doorknob.

900 00 o8 lthough the actual operation of this intricate device is ‘somevhat
gLAcal and is understood only by VDs (Votaries of Doorknobs) the action mey be de-

ta;le‘ as follows:

1. Grasp “he doorknob firmly and turn it.

2« Door opens.

5« Release doorknob.

Peopls hsve been using doorknobs now for mmmy years, if not more, without re-
alizing the scientific wonder that has boen literally thrust undor their hends. But
if it wore not for a modest rug~cutteor named Jake Fitz Rernstein, we would find
civilization a poor mockery of its prosont oxalted lovel. For Jhke Fitz Berstoin
invented the doorknob. '

Jake, familiery known to his friends as JTake, was barn in 1702 and naturally
{since there were no doorkaobs) raised in & room in a peasant cabin in Swedon. His
mothor®s nams was Tessis ben Chayagd; he didn't’kiaow his futher's namo, and his
mcthor nover was sure. She read the neme Jakec Fitz Bornshtein on the tombstone of a
local gas station attendant, and chose this for her oifspring.

When he wes 27, Jake found th2t he bad cut so meny rugs that he had nowhere in
the little cabin to sleep. Desparate, he cast szbout (trolling for piks, I believe)
for soms solution. Then, suddenly, it struck him-- ths clock, which fell off the
shelf., Picking himsel? up, Jake instently rodlized that the bost Way out of his
predicament was to devise an egress from the cabin.

When he was 65, Jeke had invented ths crude beginnjngs of what was later to
develop into that marvel of modern science, the doorknob. Exvltanily, he fitted
the doorknod to the docr, openod it, and closc¢d it again in tho face of the bill
colloctor who stood on the threshold. Ho never opcnod his door again.

Although he died in poverty, obscurity, and that same cabin (still surrounded
by his cut rugs), the name of Jake Fitw Bernstein will live through the world as
the liberator of mankind,

§6866669666665666666566566666666668( 30 ) 66656656656656666866669666666666666566566

vroak spot in tho Triceratops crmor.
LIGHT FLASHES and cooks tho Tujceratops' gooso,
aro shown paddling alcng a tropical strowm bub plenty. Follows then a threc-
in what looks like canoces. Then we aro ring fight with nc hoids berrecd of
shown whoro thoy sco this ancient platcau Fricna Tryannosaurus and anothor
1f@tod straight up into the air, steop £llosavrus.  And now naturo jumps in
sided, and split along onc side from tod with u volsanic cruption, rcplete with
to bottom. They nanage to scalo o lava, Toreost fire, cnd fleosing
isolated portion and bridge the abyss rnoiasters, “hat cut off the explorerst
by felling a log and crossing. Thero avenue of sseapes Tho £ilm onds with
thoy sce various prohistoric beastiscs their pet ronkoy being scnt up tho
such as a Brontosaurus, which is cliff side with ¢ rope which is then
attacked by an Allosavrus. The lattor, vsod to draw up a rope ledder, and
dcafting the former, thon atiucks our nomo saps climb down it to
a Triseratops and is vanguisnod, sulong scfety., This is quitc a cut from
~ comes a Tyrannosaurus, who £inds a (tcodle-0o0-- soc ycu on pg.9)
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eart to Clscovar for herself the re-

lation of Man to God, ard takes up abode in a specially built tewple 3n Padylon.
Charmides, a Gresk rhapsode (lyricist), hearing of her, taxes the long journsy from
his home *o Bauylon, vy wey of Tvra, where Le takes part in an orotic feesh dedicated
to Ash*orcth (istarte). Arcived in Babyion, Charmides sccs and wershlips isiar,
marries a flcwer~seller, end scttles there. Istar, greduaslly losing lLer godinead,
mees and mates with Belshazzar, son of King Nobucaadrczzor of Babylos.

3r high-vriest, Amraphel, jealous oFf her pnwer ani invulneravil_ty, plots
with the "cawtive" Jew, Daniel. for her downfall. They make use of Istai's con-
diticn as a resson for throwing her from tho temple; Charmidcs roscues her {rom the
mob that has gathered, and she makes nor way to the palaco, whore she is takcn in
by Bolshazzar, who is for the first time aware of tho consoquencos of his act., Thoy
are rarried, and the child is born; dospitc tho offorts of Juaraphel and Daniol, all
three live in good hoalth.

Amraphel and Daniel plot treason, planring tho dowrfall of Babylon to tho
invaders Cyrus {coming from ths soutl) and Gobryas (coming “rom the north). King
Nebuchadrezzar, in his dotage, plans to prevent this by setiing up a number of new
gods in new, sumptious temples, tainking that these gods wiil protect him and
Babylon. Th=n he goes to meet the invading Gobryas in en atterpt to increase ro-
cruiting and defenders and prevent the revolt boing incited by Amraphel's honchmor.
At Sicdar, 14 miles north of Babylon, Hebuchadrezzar is betraycd by tho priosts. e
is talen back to Bubylon, and put im the hands of Amraphel and Daniel, who murder
him. Belshazzar, learning of his fathor's death but not of its method, takes over
the reins of government of the city, which is now in a state of saego.

Afier abcut two weeks, Istar's child becames ill, developing a fever, and dies
in the night before the eyes of its parents-- the first victim of the dreaded plaguc.

Ten days later, in the midst of a great roligious festival which vas held
regardless of the siego, the two armies, again aidod by Amraphol and Daniel, invado
&nd conquer the city amid great slaughter of many unarmed pooplo. {During this
festival the Biblical writing-- "Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin’-- appoers on the
wall of one of tho tempies. It is a message to Isvor: "Hast thou found Man's
relation to God? The silver sky waits for thy scul", but Paniol, claiming to bo a
secr, interprets it, "God hath numbored thy kingdom and finished itj though art
woeighed in the balancc and found wonting. Thy kingdom is dividod, and givea to
the Modes and Persians.")

Belshazzar, with his personal conpsny of soldiers, puts up a valiant fight, and,
though wounded, kills many of the eremy wntil stabhsd in the back by Amravhsl. He
is left dying in the streect, where he is diszovered by Istar. who has escapsd vhe
massacre. He dies in her arms; distreught, shs wanders about the now defeated
city, where no one recognizes her until Charmides encountors hor, and takes her
back to his home,.

The stricken city, is now under the thralln of the plague, which has broken
out. Unburied bodies lay in the strocts, providing infection for others; Istar,
living with Charmides and his femily, is also a victim; in five days "her boduty
flod away, and she was lefh a thing drocaful for menkind to look upon.” On tio
thirtoenth day sho ewakens from hor stupor. Rocovering. she finds hor hair gono,
he= skin "streaked and swollen and hidcously scatbodn, her oyos wouk and all btug
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r--n“ Vueiled, she loaves Chammicos
abodo, and is teken by the vriesbs to
conguernr Cyrus, who wishes to "behold
that face thet ths worléd has worshippoda."
Ho s3es her uglinsess, hcars her story and

sion of tlw oveuldnl fate of Babylon--
ivﬂ Gisappearance from the ken of man lor
ceaturiss~s and roleases hor.

Cn eatering the gate of Babylon, sha
is stonsd by & superstitious mnd, +thab
blames her fur the plague, and she is once
ageir rescusl by Charmides. She wanders
awey along the bank of tho Bupnrates,
whers she hoars the voilce of her hustand
Pelishazzar. speaking the worls she had
read on tho well.

1star of Babylon gives har ashwor:
"Map en? men, as man aad God, arc pound
vy Hhos2 tios of etoreal love that mado
tie covenunt of Creatione GCGonsciously
or vacorsciously, al’ living things
rmust Live with this as Their law, in the
cad roturning to their cteraal source,
which is God, All the sin,; all the
sorrow of tho world, I have knowa, havo
suffercd. Yot no loss nor griesican take
eway she great joy of love, its purity,
ite porfection. I ackanowledge the wisdom
of tho All-Father disployed in his
Croation, Lot ilim dc with mo as Ho
nille® And then her wrorn-out body fell
fron hexr like discarded garments, and
sho asconded to whore Bolshazzar and the
concourse of gods awaitcd hox.
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LIGHT FLASHES
the fivo-recl c¢dition of the sano filnm
listod by Eight-Sixtecon Filns in New
Vork, but then this is, if I rcricmber
rightly, 5 roels, tho completo uncut
victure. They werc asking $20. for it.
Howcver, tho Incyclopacdia Britannica
edition is very good, wcil edited, well
told, and tho photography is goode o o o
I was thinking as I looksd thxrough the
picture to wrate the foregoing. I there
were enough fen interested in the amatour
movie aspsct of fantasy, I think I could
get onough matorial for a deparimcnt on
tho subjoct. Martin iLlger has donc and
is doing some experimcntavion BT
films, I have dono some ana will Jo noro
in tho near futurc. Right nowr L an
gobting material togothor fo miko up a
rcol on the Torcon last swier., I btoolk

?

the

EET
A

- ———

m;n*ioc sbhen T was there, and I anm row aito:
snell nhotographs taken there to filinm and
spllco into thr recl along with the actusl
movion pictures. There are various
sourees of films of intorost to fantasy
| fang in thke 0.5 and also in Canada. I%
| takes soms Gizging to find them, I'll ad-
| mit, but they are faoro, ¢ like to hecor
| from you concorvninz thiz, «» Jown bolor
; Jo8'1l efvcr he
firding scme stu’l
1 want to get rid
of. PFEach issao
froi new on therd
‘will bo additinnel
Jfivem urbii bho o.d
swep colamn wiil ba
vack. The swun
4businacs~- ¥'lm not
necessorily aricr
bpoks. . So make your
offers. . ,WHAT
do” you want tc
se¢e in LIGHT.
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Bart House eaitions-—- "We:rd Shadow Over
Inusmouth" by H. P, Lovecraft. Mint.
Pocketbook, 50¢ each cash or swap.
"Werewolf of Paris" by Guy Endore.
bound. Good. $1.75 cash or swap.
"psidonia" by Archibald Marshall. Cloth-
bound. Fair. $1.00 cash or swap.
Astound ing Science Fiction- covers- Aug.
1939, Fair Condition. 40¢ cash or swap.

Cloth-

Astounding Science Fiction- covers- June
1945, MINT?. 40¢ cash or swap.
Postege paid in Canada, United States and
Grsat Britain,--- Los Croutch, Box 121,
sayy Sound, Ontario.
1T T T T T T
There was a young fsllow nemed Dave,
Vhe kopt a doad .girl in & cave,

Said he. "1I'll admit

I'm a bit of & rip,
But think of tho money I savel"™

)
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raf secuvion is devoted to
estimates on the age of the earth. They range
from tha¢ computed by measuring the salinity of
the oceans, which gives a figuro of fram 30 to 600
aillion years, to that obtained by measuring the amount of
b lcad associatod with uranium, which gives the vastly differcent
*\\\:<t7/,f\'“2p\ answer of from 1700 to 2500 million years. Various methods

oS D Je s O are explaincd and all diffor frem onc anothcr greatly in their
(o ;‘T' /\\57 tontativo ago of our planct.
fRES ({w\\ A short chronelogical survey of life on earth tells how life

= / [ ) evolved froam unicellular bodies up to mammals. It is stated that
!_L’ ~f i\.: life, as we -know it, began at least 1,200 million years ago.
‘ J f:: A concisc section is devoted to the prcbably expectancy of life
s on earth—- as far us depvendency cn the sun is concerned. Students cf
| F—
e e e e e e g ghOphysics Will notice at once how

DR, URSINERIUS PAPP-— "CREATION'S DOOM".— dated this particular section of the bock
Published by D. Appleten-Cendury 6o. iss Figures are given to show that the
1034, 286 pgs. 53% z-85", 37 illos., sun will give sufficiont light and hcat
originally published by Amalthea- for at least three milliards of years.
Verlag. Vienna; under title, "Zukunft 4 preview of what "Homo Sapiens", or
mwe Enxde der Welt". Translated by H. J.- rather, "Homo Supcrior", will be like in
Stenning, 1932: the future is givon at lcongth. an will
e - be hairluss oxccept for cycbrows; toothless;
and possoss a skull 50% larger than these of today. Tho external cars will vanish--
loaving but small extornal orificcs lecading to the inner ear. Tho brain will cn-
lorge to the capzccity of the biggor skull, He will be gifted with a spectroscopic
sense, allowing him to analyse any substance without recourse to chemicals, etc.

His sonse of sight will enlarge to see in-- to modern man-- utter darknoss.

Possibly somo new orgen will be devcloped to cid his oyes. He will be tolepathic
cnd this porer will not be aeffeceted by distencc.

Icto genesis will be utilized to produce needed mutations at will. Rejuven-
ation will bring abouvt any average life span of some 120 years. By means of sus-
pended animation, man will be able to live for cemturies, although the "activel
portion of his life will not exceed his ordinsry life span.

A short history of the past.is rolated by 2 man of the year 100,000 A. D.,
and is interesting becausc of the mcchanical marvcls nentiorcé. (Dr. Papp has man
using atomic powor for the first time about 3,000 4. D.!} Intorplanctary voyages
are rare except to ths moon. Venus is inimical to ocarth-lifc, and lars. having a
mueh older, much moreo advanced civilization, is not oven intercstod in mankind-~-
treating the voyagers as highly advanced animals of a lower orders
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The second section is devoted to possible world-destroying catastrophes.
Due to the earth's crust being so pliable there is litile dangsr of the molten
interior exploding. The amount of water the earth loses is so mimite that there
is no danger of mankind perishing from thirst for thousands oz milliors of yecars.
The earth's gravity insures that it will retain its air end not losc it to outer
space. Due to thc fact that its ignition point is nighor than its combustion
point, it would bc impossible to sct firc to the air and burn it all away. Tho
rctardation of the carth's rotation is so minute that by tho time day and year
coincide, mankind will long navo been defunct, The moon will gradually approach
the carth until the gravitic forces causo it to burst. This will not totelly
extinguish life on carth os most of the frugments will ncver touch tho _oarih
but will travel around it, thus giving tho carth a luminous kirdloe.

1D




£ thoe solar sysveun should run into a fenuous cloud of star-dust it would
_rakably Yower the carth's temperaturc sufficiently to bring about a new icz ago,
“rig mizght last for a millenium and civilization would vanish and man would revert
%¢ 106 primitive way of life of his forbears.

The destruction of the earth by mebeors or meteorites is so highly imptobabie
o be called impossible.

ocness are no threat to the earth as it has passed through the tails of many.
anhaule one being Halley's—-- which was showmn to be composod partly of Prussic
cii. Gomots are so taonuous that they can have no offcct on the carth whatsocver.

Tha orbits of the planets of the solar system are so stable that not for
u620ld »illions of years will the disturbing forces of gravitation be likely to
vius3s ey effective change.

Bezcuse of the emptiness of space the possibility of a collision with a star
i3 likwwyzsc nearly non-existent. Should & grazing take place, man will gradually
ovolvo to a high state because of tho "rays" emitted by the oncoming star.

If the solar system should by any chanco run into ono of the omeans of vapor
which are prescnt throughout tho universe, the earth would bo dissolved into atoms
by the explosion of the sun.

9
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The third section is given up to life and death. Somc of tho types of life
that have been dominant on tho planct and cxplanations for their vanishing arc
given. Nature, acting through cvolution, has becen the judgc and oxecutioner. Man,
in turn, will grow senoscent, loso the power of ropreduction, and cvontually die
out.

Man's possible successors are discussed. It is protable that the insects will
be the next rulers of the earth. After struggles the termites will gain the
throne-- only to be ousted by tho ants after ycars of warfarc. The carth will
become a huge ant-warren. Their rule will last for millions of years,

The sun's hcat will gradually decroasc and life on ocarth will bc forced to
congrogate in an equatoriel girdlo. A4s the ages pass, the tcemporature will drop
below the ants! optimum and their reign will coase.

Once again, for the sccond time in carth's history, the unicellular form
of life will roign suprome. «mocbae and infusoria will be the sole inhabitants
until the time comos whon tho carth grows too cold.

The temporature will gradually drop until the atmosphoro liquifics and all
life will bo oxtinct. The black, cold sun will drift through spoce with its rotinus
of dead plancts. Eons may pass until the systam might run into a gtscous eloud in
spaco. The sun would be givon o short-- a vory short, lcasc on life by the hoat
genorated by the friction. Howovor, it womld oexplode and all tho minor planets
yould vanish in tho solar photosphere. Tho outer plenets would dissolve from the
force of tho majostic oxplosion. The rosultant massos would whirl arcund tho
chaos of the shattored sun and gardually evaporate and vanish into space.

Finnis Terrae.

This is en extremely well written and well thought out book, The translator
has dons remarkably well in capturing the spirit of the original.

There are literally hundreds of plots available for science fiction or fantasy
stories between the covers of this book, Although dated in spots, Dr. Papp has
given us a work that dosorvecs to be bettor known than it is. Many roadcrs cof this
typo of matorisl will discover that the book will be a welcome addition to their
colloection,
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There was a young lady of Kent

Little Willie, mean as hell, Who said that she knew what it meant
Pushed his sister down the well. When men asked her to dine,

Mother said, while drawi water Gave her cocktails and wine. «
vgotel, paid, W toerafse ggggnggtér:ﬂ She kmoy what it moant-- but sho went!
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Amazing: Stories was meticﬁlous,

But the present incumbent's ridiculous.
The science is sa&,
And vhe plcts have bpen had--

You might call Ziff-Davis pediculous,

The m&g that was incahdescent,

Became. with time's passing, sencscent,
But under its new
Controlers, why you

Can soc that it's moarly putroscent,

For quality once quite assiducus,

--The quality now thought superfluous—Q
At one time they were
But no'! any mair,

Do you wonder that I got acidulous?
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